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Grade K Social Studies Curriculum Matrix
(Note: Curriculum Matrix based on 180 instructional days; instructional days include assessments.)

Units Instructional Days
Early September Unit 1: NJDOE Holocaust Comminsion 9/11 Approved Activities 2 Instructional Days

Late September-October Unit 2: Citizenship 14 Instructional Days

November-January Unit 3: Communities 22 Instructional Days

February-April Unit 4: Goods and Services 20 Instructional Days

April Unit 5: Holocaust 5 Instructional Days

May-June Unit 6: Time, Holidays and Our Country 7 Instructional Days
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Grade K Social Studies Curriculum
Philosophy

The Florham Park School District’s social studies curriculum encourages the students to learn civic principles to become active members of
the global community.  For a productive and satisfying life, students must have meaningful engagement in the complex world around us.
Social Studies allow students to explore and analyze people in connection to their past, their environment, and their societies. 

Through the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, the students will investigate the past and make connections to current
events.  Technology can enhance critical thinking, geography skills, e�ective communication, and historical understanding. Collaborative,
student-centered lessons will promote e�ective social interactions and problem solving skills.

Exposure to the diverse cultures in the world helps to promote empathy, self-re�ection, and active global citizens. “Students must feel
empowered to make informed and reasoned decisions through their knowledge and understanding of the diverse and dynamic nature of
society and the interaction among cultures, societies, governments and environments.” 

Florham Park’s Holocaust and Amistad lessons and connection to the Social Studies Curriculum
Florham Park has infused Holocaust and Amistad commission lessons throughout the curriculum.  The curriculum infuses interactive read
alouds throughout the school year.  The purpose of the Amistad commision mandate is to infuse the history of Africans and
African-Americans into the social studies curriculum in order to provide an accurate, complete and inclusive history.  Teachers will be
provided books from the Amistad Commision recommended book list with questions to go along with the interactive read aloud books.
Adapted from: “ISB Social Studies Philosophy Statement” International School of Beijing. All Rights Reserved. © 2011. Web.
21 June 2011.

Grade K Geographic Goals

Location ● Identify and use directional terms
● Identify and use terms that express relative size/shape
● Identify and use symbols to represent real things

Place ● Identify a map as a picture of a location
● Recite address and phone number
● Recite name of school and town

Relationship within places ● Identify the 4 seasons and their characteristics
Movement ● Describe methods people use to travel to places to meet their needs
Regions ● Describe similarities and di�erences among people

● Distinguish between land and water on a map
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Grade K Social Studies Curriculum
Unit 1: NJDOE Holocaust Commission 9/11 Approved Activities Grade: K

Unit Overview:
This unit reviews the importance of standing up and making a di�erence.  Students will see through interactive read alouds,  important people who
stood up for others.

NJ Student Learning Standards:
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.

21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
This standard outlines the important �scal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for students to make informed decisions about personal �nance. Financial literacy is
an integral component of a student's college and career readiness, enabling students to achieve ful�lling, �nancially-secure, and successful careers.
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase
college, career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and
expectation as a student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
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Florham Park Social Studies

Grade K Social Studies Curriculum
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

New Jersey Amistad Commission N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards:
By the end of  grade 2:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive
citizens in local, national, and global communities.

Unit Enduring Understanding Essential Questions
● The students will be able to explain how words leave an

impression on one’s heart.
● Students will recognize how hurtful words make them feel and

how they impact others as well.
● Students will identify strategies to use to respond to hurtful

words.
● Students will be able to identify the choices of individuals in a

threatening situation to help others.
● Students will be able to realize that we are all able to make

contributions and help others.

● How do kind words make you feel?
● How do hurtful words make you feel?
● What should  you do if someone hurts your feelings?
● How can you make good choices?
● What can you do to help others?

Unit Teaching Points:

Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

● Students will be able to understand the
power of words; especially, the lasting
impact of hurtful words.

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that using kind words (things we say)  or
actions(things we do)  towards others can make them  feel good.”

● Kind words and actions can make others smile
● Kind words and actions  can cheer people up when they are feeling sad.

Synchronous Activity:
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Grade K Social Studies Curriculum

● Discuss with students ways to be kind and words to use
● Chart these “kind words” that students share to display

Synchronous OR Asynchronous:
● Each student will create a kindness book: Kindness Book Template. If at home -

students can simply read and discuss this book with a family member
● OR this book can be done as a class in person or virtually.

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:“Today I want to teach you that when you use hurtful words towards
others, it can make them feel bad.”

● Read the story Andrew’s Angry Words by Dorthea Lachner or listen to the story
here: Andrew's Angry Words Read Aloud Video

Synchronous OR Asynchronous:
● Use what you learned about angry/hurtful words to complete a sorting activity.

This sorting activity can be done as a whole group (in class or virtually) or cut and
paste individual activity: Kindness Sorting Activity

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you how your words a�ect others. Once you say
something mean or hurtful, you cannot take it back. You may be able to say you're sorry, but
it will leave a lasting impression on someone’s heart.”

● Read the story Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes or listen to the story here:
Chrysanthemum Read Aloud

Synchronous Activity:
● As you read the book, have students engage in the “Wrinkled Heart” Activity as a

visual to understanding how hurtful words a�ect others- :Words Do Hurt -
Wrinkled Heart Activity

Asynchronous Activity:
● Seesaw Activity: What �lls your heart with happiness? Activity

● Students will be able to analyze words
that hurt and the damage they cause.

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that hurtful words and actions can make others
feel bad. There are things we can do and say that are not hurtful instead.”

● Read  the story Words Are Not For Hurting by Elizabeth Verick or listen to story
here: Words Are Not For Hurting Read Aloud

Synchronous Activity:
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● Just like the characters in the story -How do you feel when someone says hurtful
words to you? How do you feel when you say hurtful words to others?

● Practice using kind words with the :Words Are Not for Hurting Scenario Cards
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● "Say Something Nice to Someone Today" Task

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you how important it is to use kind words
towards others. I also want to remind you that it  makes others feel bad when you use
hurtful words towards them.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Review the week's activities and the lessons learned.
● Share: Use this time to have students share experiences they have had this week in

regards to kind and hurtful words.
● Teacher models by sharing an experience
● Students join in to share experiences with the class and discuss.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Being Nice Picture Activity
● Seesaw Activity: Being a Kind Friend Activity

● Students will be able to use the  book,
September Roses, to examine acts of
kindness, goodness, etc. in NYC that day
and reach across nationality, Americans
and visitors.

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you the importance of being  kind and helping
others no matter where they are from or what they look like. In the book September Roses,
the two women in the story are traveling to New York City from Africa to show their roses
at a �ower show. When they arrive they learn that a terrible accident has happened in New
York City and they do what they can to help. If you ever watch the news, you will see that
there are lots of people that help others when there is an accident or emergency. Sometimes
they are regular people like you and me and sometimes they are people like �re�ghters and
police o�cers.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Introducing book: September Roses. The characters in this story are from Africa
and they are traveling to New York City.

● Display map of the world to show students where each place is located on the
map: World Map

● Read the  book: September Roses or listen to the story here: September Roses
Asynchronous Activity:

● Create a thank you card for someone that has done something kind to you.
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● Draw a picture of someone in the community that helps others or has helped you.

Heritage Month
Celebration Guide
(Cover in all
curricular areas)

National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month:
Celebrated September 15-October 15
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music and history that contributes to
Hispanic culture

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the world
around them, to appreciate and value the di�erences and
similarities of other people to themselves.

Picture Book Options:
● Toddler Two ~Dos Anos by Anastasia Suen
● Babies Around the World by Duck

Lesson Option: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you
about National Hispanic-Latino Heritage
Month. During this month we learn about and
celebrate those with a Hispanic-Latino
background. In this culture, people speak
Spanish. Today we are going to read a book and
learn some words in Spanish.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Display maps of Spanish speaking
countries - Maps of Spanish Speaking
Countries

● Introducing book: Toddler Two ~Dos
Anos by Anastasia Suen

● Read the  book/discuss
Synchronous or Asynchronous Activities:

● Count to 10 in Spanish - show
English/Spanish number cards -
English/Spanish Reference Sheet

● What other Spanish words do you
know?

● Printable Activity: Spanish Numbers
Activity

● Hispanic-Latino Listening Center -
Hispanic Latino Heritage Month
Listening Center

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets

Special Education:
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● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in
Special Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans
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● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Holocaust 911 Curriculumn
● Kidsbridge Tolerance Museum
● The National September 11 Memorial and Museum
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves
● Go to Hugs Across America

Core Instructional Resources:

● South Africa and Africa Map
● Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes (Level M)
● Words Are Not For Hurting by Elizabeth Verick (Level H)
● September Roses by Jeanette Winter (Level K)
● The Survivor Tree: Inspired by a True Story (Level M)
● Andrew’s Angry Words by Dorthea Lincher (Level N)
● Any appropriate grade K applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Fireboat: THe Heroic Adventures of John J. Harvey by Maria Kalman

(Level M)
● The Survivor Tree” Inspired By A True Story by Cherly Aubin (Level M)
● The Little Chapel That Stood by A. B. Curtiss (Level N)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10
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Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies,

and foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge
and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they
re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use a document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use a document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to

write the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about
the story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)
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Unit 2: Citizenships Grade: K
Unit Overview:

In this unit students will learn that good citizenship involves showing responsibility, fairness, and respect.  The students will also learn how some of our
leaders exempli�ed good citizenship. This unit seeks to explain the concepts and signi�cance of past events and how they evolved and a�ected present
times.

NJ Student Learning Standards:
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.

21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
This standard outlines the important �scal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for students to make informed decisions about personal �nance. Financial literacy is
an integral component of a student's college and career readiness, enabling students to achieve ful�lling, �nancially-secure, and successful careers.
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase
college, career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and
expectation as a student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
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CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

New Jersey Amistad Commission N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards:
By the end of  grade 2:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive
citizens in local, national, and global communities.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Processes and Rules

Rules and [laws are established for our safety and well-being] people who have
authority are necessary to keep everyone safe, resolve con�icts and treat people fairly.

● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.
● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.2: Cite evidence that explains why rules and laws are

necessary at home, in schools, and in communities [are needed].
● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how

they are designed to bene�t the common good

[Ideal processes] Processes and rules [are designed to be fair, consistent, and
respectful of all people’s rights] should be fair, consistent, and respectful of the
human rights of all people.

● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain [how individuals can work together to make
decisions in the classroom] why teachers, local community leaders, and
other adults have a responsibility to make rules that fair, consistent, and
respectful of individual rights

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Democratic Principles

The democratic principles this country was founded upon guide the actions of local,
state and national government (e.g., authority, rights, responsibility, fairness, privacy,
[and] freedom to make choices).

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.1: Explain how national symbols re�ect on American
values and principles.

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.2: Use evidence to describe how democratic principles
such as equality, fairness, and respect for legitimate authority and rules
have impacted individuals and communities.

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.3 Explain how historical symbols, monuments and
holidays re�ect the shared values, principles, and beliefs of the American
identity.
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By the end of  grade 2:
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural
understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world

6.3 Civics, Government and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation

When all members of the group are given the opportunity to participate in the
decision making process, everyone’s voice is heard.

● 6.3.2.CivicsPD.1: With adult guidance and support, bring awareness of a
local issue to school and/or community members and make
recommendations for change.

9.1.4.A.5 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in classroom and family settings.

9.1.4.B.1 Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that
foster creative thinking.

9.1.4.D.2 Express needs, wants, and feelings appropriately in various situations.

9.1.4.F.3 Explain the importance of understanding and following rules in family, classroom,
and community settings.

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● George Washington and Abraham Lincoln are famous

American presidents due to their contributions to the U.S.A.
● Showing responsibility, fairness, and respect demonstrates good

citizenship.

● What makes me special and what are my strengths and goals?
● How can I contribute to my classroom and school

community as a good citizen?
● What rules do we need in our classroom and school to keep us

safe so we can learn together?
● How can I make my classroom and/or school community a

better place?
Unit Teaching Points:

Bends: Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

Board Adopted August 30, 2021



Florham Park Social Studies

Grade K Social Studies Curriculum

Bend I:
Celebrating
Di�erences

● Students will be able to celebrate their
unique personal traits and strengths as
well as those of their peers.

● Students will be able to begin to
understand the nature of rules (e.g.
family, classroom, tra�c), personal
responsibility and cooperation.

● Demonstrate safe and respectful social
interactions in a variety of classroom
settings

● Identify and describe the rules and
responsibilities students have at home,
in the classroom and at school

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that we are all di�erent and
special. The word we use to describe each of us is “unique”. This means
that we all have things about us that make us di�erent from one other. It
can be how we look, how we act, what we like and don’t like. All of these
things make us unique.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Remember when we read the book, Chrysanthemum? Her
name was unique or special because no one else had it.

● Teacher shares what makes him/her unique or special and
explains.

● Students will think about what makes them unique or special.
Asynchronous Activity:

● Students will create a self portrait. You may use this template if
you choose: Self Portrait Template or any other creative way you
choose to create a picture of themselves. Students will label with
their name at the top and a word that makes them unique or
special at the bottom.

● Seesaw Activity: I Am Unique!

Additional Read aloud Options:
● Celebrating Differences: Different Interests
● Celebrating Differences: Different Appearances

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you that we are all di�erent and
special. The word we use to describe each of us is “unique”. This means
that we all have things about us that make us di�erent from one other. It
can be how we look, how we act, what we like and don’t like. All of these
things make us unique. Today we will celebrate this!”
Synchronous Activity:

● Teacher will share his/her self portrait with the students
● Today we will celebrate that you are unique and special and so

are all of your classmates.
● Students will share their portraits and one word or phrase that

makes them unique or special.
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Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you what it means to be a
good citizen. Being a good citizen means that you are kind to others,
respectful, responsible, honest (tell the truth), and have a positive
attitude. Whether we are in school or out in the community, we strive
to be good citizens. We do this by following the rules. Not only does
this make us good citizens but it also keeps us safe.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Review the classroom/school rules
● Teach the “Important Rules” song to the tune of Twinkle

Twinkle: Important Rules Song
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Students can complete the school rules activities of your choice:
School Rules Activities

● Seesaw Activity: Show What You Know About Rules!

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you that there are important
rules to follow in school in order to be a good citizen.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Introduce/read the book, David Goes to School - Youtube Read
Aloud: David Goes to School Read Aloud

● Discuss - was David being a good citizen in his school? Why or
why not?

● What could he have done instead?
Synchronous OR Asynchronous Activity Option:

● David Goes to School - David Goes to School: Behavior Sort. This
can be done as a whole class on an anchor chart or done
individually using the individual chart and behavior cut outs.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Students will draw a picture of David and use the speech bubble

to write something he learned about how he should behave in
school - David Goes to School - Drawing and Speech Bubble -
this template can be used but not necessary to complete the
activity.

● Seesaw Activity: David Goes to School - Rules Activity

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kXamidIPntlz0gvcKp7Z9GE5PkIAroDd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vdqmKrsnc1njGHZ18ns_qDxkYf4BttNv/view?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?community&grade_level=K&subject=SocialStudies&promptId=prompt.3fd09974-3cd7-42a8-8b8d-37b137f3479b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTUR5L8pOV8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10OIkeryFvAWKHAx2_1xqpUopuAdUY5W2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oMEupnVmt1Lj-N7U5JHom4AK9SrK3IGI/view?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=school%2Bcommuity&grade_level=K&promptId=prompt.ba79bdf2-2ac3-4a82-a62d-1085c0fbc60b


Florham Park Social Studies

Grade K Social Studies Curriculum

Bend II:
Citizenship

● Students will be able to begin to
understand the responsibilities of
citizenship: sharing, taking turns, honesty
and kindness.

● Students will learn ways in which they
can be  a good citizen.

● Students will understand the need for
mutual respect.

● Students will understand that their
decisions and actions impact others.

● Students will explain how classroom and
school rules help solve problems

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that each member of our
classroom community is special.  It’s important for us to strive to be
good citizens each and every day.   Let’s read All Are Welcome and talk
about the di�erent ways to be a good citizen.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Introduce and read the book All Are Welcome or listen to story
here: All Are Welcome

● Ask students- what is the book trying to teach us?
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Provide construction paper with various skin tones. Students
trace their own hand on a piece of construction paper or on
white paper (ask students to color the hand as close to their skin
color as they can). Cut out hands.

● Write each students’  name on their hand and make a wreath
out of their hands to place on your classroom door with the
phrase “All Are Welcome Here” in the middle.

● Display on the classroom door or a photo of it on the class
website.

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that rules are important to
follow and keep us safe at home, school, and in the community.
Following rules is what helps to make us good citizens. In the story,
Officer Buckle and Gloria, these two characters teach the kids of
Napville School the importance of following the rules by teaching
them “safety tips''.  Let’s read to �nd out what happens!”
Synchronous Activity:

● Introduce and read Officer Buckle and Gloria - Youtube Read
Aloud: O�cer Buckle and Gloria Read Aloud

● Complete chart as a class. Example: Create chart with 3
columns: Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible - Have
students use the templates to complete the class chart (draw a
picture or word) - Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible Chart
Template

Asynchronous Activity Option:
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● Create a safety tip for your classmates - Safety Tip Template
(template can be used but not necessary to complete task)

● Seesaw Activity: O�cer Buckle and Gloria Safety Tip Activity

● Students will be able to begin to
understand varying viewpoints of people at
turning points in history (e.g. George
Washington, Harriet Tubman, Abraham
Lincoln).

● Students will  understand that leaders in
the government, community, school, and
home make and enforce rules.

● Students will recognize Americans’ basic
freedoms.

● Students will identify important leaders
and understand the necessity of leaders.

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that there are people who we
call leaders in our home,  school, community, state and country. They
make decisions and rules that we follow as good citizens in school and the
community.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Make a chart of the important leaders in our school, town, state
and country.

● The leader of our school is our principal. But she is not the only
leader. There are many adults in our school that help to make
and enforce the rules and are also there to help us when needed.
Discuss the leaders in our school, town, state and country.

● The leader of our town (Florham Park)  is called the Mayor.
Our mayor is: Mayor Taylor

● We have a leader of our state (New Jersey). The leader of our
state is called the Governor. The leader of New Jersey is
Governor Murphy.

● We have a leader of our country (The United States). This is
called the President. The President of the United States is
President Biden. He is the 46th President.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Why Are Rules Important?
● Seesaw Activity: Leaders
● Create by coloring and cutting the USA minibook: USA

Minibook Template
● Kid Academy Video about the President: President of the

United States and the Job
● Fill in: School Leaders Chart by drawing a picture in each box

or writing a word.

Lesson 8: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
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Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about George Washington.
He was the very  �rst president of the United States of America and is
known to be the father of our country.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Introduce and read the book: A Picture Book of George
Washington by David Adler or listen to story here: A Picture
Book of George Washington

● Create a chart with three important facts learned either as a
group or individually: Facts about George Washington Chart

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: George Washington Drawing Activity
● George Washington Cut and Color Fact Booklet

Lesson 9: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about Abraham Lincoln. He
was the 16th  president of the United States of America and is one of the
most famous presidents because of all the wonderful things he did for our
country.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Introduce and read the book: A Picture Book of Abraham
Lincoln by David Adler or listen to story here: A Picture Book
of Abraham Lincoln

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Abraham Lincoln Activity
● Abraham Lincoln craft: Abraham Lincoln Craft - students can

be creative with this. They may use crayons or construction
paper. They can use real pennies for the eyes.

○ Include 2-4 words that describe Abraham Lincoln.

Bend III:
Black History

● Students will identify important leaders
and understand the necessity of leaders.

● Students will be able to begin to
understand varying viewpoints of people at
turning points in history (e.g. George
Washington, Harriet Tubman, Abraham
Lincoln).

Lesson 10: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
Teaching Point: “Today I am going to teach you about Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. He  was a public �gure who  had a dream for the world
to be a better place for us all. He felt that all people should be treated the
same no matter what the color of their skin.”
Synchronous Activity:
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● Read and discuss the text: Martin Luther King Jr. by Dane
Marion Bauer or listen to the text here: Martin Luther King Jr.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Martin Luther King Jr.
● Seesaw Ongoing Activity: Fill in �rst two pages on MLK: Book

of Black History

Lesson 11: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about another important
�gure in history: Rosa Parks. She lived in the 1950’s, a time when black
people and white people did not have equal rights. As a black woman she
believed in equal or the same rights no matter what color your skin was.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Watch Brainpop Jr. video on Rosa Parks (this can be one as a
group or independently)- Brainpop Jr. - Rosa Parks

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Ongoing Activity: Fill in pages 3-4 on Rosa Parks: Book

of Black History
● Brainpop Jr. - Draw About It Activity - Rosa Parks

Heritage Month
Celebration Guide
(Cover in all
curricular areas)

Italian Heritage Month:
Celebrated in October
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music and history that contributes to
Italian culture

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the world
around them, to appreciate and value the di�erences and
similarities of other people to themselves.

Picture Book Options:
● Pomodoro Penguin Visits Italy - Pomodoro Penguin Visits

Italy Read Aloud
● Ciao, Baby! Ready for a Ride by Carole Lexa Schaefer

Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you
that in the month of October we celebrate
Italian Heritage Month. Today we will learn
about Italy!”
Synchronous Activity:

● Display World Map and locate Italy -
World Map Highlighting Italy

● Introducing book:  Pomodoro
Penguin Visits Italy - In this book we
will meet Pomodoro Penguin and his
friends. They will travel to Italy in
search of the best pasta in the world!

● Read the  book: Pomodoro Penguin
Visits Italy

Asynchronous Activity:
● Italy Flag Coloring Page
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Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Oral Responses
● Maps
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented
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● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● My World Adventures in Time and Place Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Environmental Kids Club
● Geography Website
● All Are Welcome (Level L)
● David Goes To School by David Shannon ( Level G)
● Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy Rathman (Level L)
● When Kangaroo Goes to School by Sonia Levitin (Level L)
● We Share Everything by Robery Munsch (Level M)
● The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister (Level M)
● The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein (Level N)
● The Family Book by Todd Parr (Level H)
● A Picture Book of Abraham Lincoln by David Adler (Level M)
● A Picture Book of George Washington by David Adler (Level M)
● Any appropriate grade K applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Citizenship by Ann-Marie Kishel (Level J)
● President For the Day! Digital Citizenship by Miriam Phillips (Level G)
● Respecting Others by Robin Nelson (Level F)
● The Kindness Book by Todd Parr (Level H)
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Grade K Social Studies Curriculum

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write

the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy
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Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 3: Communities Grade: K
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Grade K Social Studies Curriculum
Unit Overview:

This unit identi�es di�erent types of communities, community helpers, and tools used by community helpers. Students will recognize the di�erent types
of communities and develop an understanding of various roles within a community.

NJ Student Learning Standards:
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning
or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.

21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
This standard outlines the important �scal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for students to make informed decisions about personal �nance. Financial literacy is an
integral component of a student's college and career readiness, enabling students to achieve ful�lling, �nancially-secure, and successful careers.
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college,
career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation
as a student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
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Grade K Social Studies Curriculum

New Jersey Amistad Commission N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards:
By the end of  grade 2:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive
citizens in local, national, and global communities.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Processes and Rules

Rules and [laws are established for our safety and well-being] people who have
authority are necessary to keep everyone safe, resolve con�icts and treat people
fairly.

● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.
● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.2: Cite evidence that explains why rules and laws are necessary at

home, in schools, and in communities [are needed].
● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are

designed to bene�t the common good

[Ideal processes] Processes and rules [are designed to be fair, consistent, and
respectful of all people’s rights] should be fair, consistent, and respectful of the
human rights of all people.

● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain [how individuals can work together to make decisions
in the classroom] why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that fair, consistent, and respectful of individual
rights

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civic Mindedness

Certain character traits can help individuals become productive members of
their community.

● 6.1.2.CivicsCM.1: Describe why it is important that individuals assume personal
and civic responsibilities in a democratic society.

● 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2: Use examples from a variety of sources to describe how certain
characteristics can help individuals collaborate and solve problems (e.g.,
open-mindedness, compassion, civility, persistence).

● 6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for
others can contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civics and Political Institutions

The actions of individuals and government a�ect decisions made for the
common good

● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.4: Explain how all people, not just o�cial leaders, play important
roles in a community.
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Grade K Social Studies Curriculum
● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks,

establish responsibilities, and ful�ll roles of authority.
● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.6: Explain what government is and its function.

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: Economic Ways of  Thinking

Individuals make decisions based on their needs, wants, and the availability of
resources.

● 6.1.2.EconET.1: Explain the di�erence between needs and wants.
● 6.1.2.EconET.2: Cite examples of choices people make when resources are scarce

Limited resources in�uence choices. ● 6.1.2.EconET.3: Describe how supply and demand in�uence price and output of
products.

[E�ective decision-making skills can help when individuals and governments
make economic decisions] Economic decisions made by individuals and
governments should be informed by an e�ective decision making process (e.g.,
saving, spending, acquiring debt, investing).

● 6.1.2.EconET.4: Explain the impact that decisions about savings, debt, and
investment can have on individuals' lives.

● 6.1.2.EconET.5: Describe how local and state governments make decisions that
a�ect individuals and the community.

By the end of  grade 2:
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding
by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world

6.3 Civics, Government and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation

When all members of the group are given the opportunity to participate in the
decision making process, everyone’s voice is heard.

● 6.3.2.CivicsPD.1: With adult guidance and support, bring awareness of a local
issue to school and/or community members and make recommendations for
change.

9.1.4.A.5 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in classroom and family settings.

9.1.4.B.1 Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that foster
creative thinking.

9.1.4.D.2 Express needs, wants, and feelings appropriately in various situations.   

9.1.4.D.3 Demonstrate an awareness of one’s own culture and other cultures during interactions within
and outside of the classroom. 

9.1.4.F.1 Explain the meaning of productivity and accountability, and describe situations in which
productivity and accountability are important in the home, school, and community.

9.1.4.F.3 Explain the importance of understanding and following rules in family, classroom, and
community settings.      
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Grade K Social Studies Curriculum
9.2.4.A.1 Explain the di�erence between a career and a job, and identify various jobs in the community

and the related earnings.   

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● A community is a place where people interact with one another

in many ways and depend on one another.
● There are di�erent kinds of communities (Family, school,

neighborhood)
● There are many needs to a community and many individuals

contribute in some way to meet those needs.
● The members of a school community work together to promote

learning.
● Identify various social groups.
● A map is used to locate places.

● What are some rules at your school?
● How do tra�c signs help keep us safe?
● How can you show responsibility?
● To what groups do you belong?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends: Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

Bend I:
Communities

● Students will be able to begin to help
children understand his/her
responsibilities as a member of a family,
classroom and community.

● Students will be able to demonstrate
safe and respectful social interactions
in a variety of classroom setting

● Students will be able to list
classroom and school rules

● Students will learn the meaning of
“community” and what it consists of
- the many people, places and things
that make up a community.

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that a community is a place
where people live, work, and play. There are di�erent types of
communities such as families, classrooms, neighborhoods and the town
(Florham Park)  in which we live.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Think about your “family community”- the people you live with
and take care of you.

● Teacher shares about her family community
● Class discussion on family.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: My Family Activity

Additional Read aloud Options:
● Celebrating Differences: Different Families
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Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you that a community is a place
where people live, work, and play. There are di�erent types of
communities such as families, classrooms, neighborhoods and the town
(Florham Park)  in which we live.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Think about your school community.
● Class discussion: List the important people that make up your

school community. Why are they important? What do they do?
What are their jobs?

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Brainpop Jr: School
● Brainpop Jr. Draw About It :Draw someone who helps in your

school community!
● Brainpop Jr. Activity: Make an award for someone in your

school community!

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that a community is a place
where people live, work, and play. There are di�erent types of
communities such as families, classrooms, neighborhoods and the town
(Florham Park)  in which we live.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Think about the town in which you live (Florham Park).
● Class discussion: List places students know/have visited in the

community and what happens there.
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Favorite Place In Your Community Activity

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that in our community there
are a lot of important people that do di�erent  jobs. These people are
called community helpers. There are many community helpers in our
town of Florham Park. Some of these community helpers are: �re�ghters,
policemen, nurses, doctors, EMTs, dentist, veterinarian, teacher,
cook/chef, construction worker etc.”
Synchronous Activity:
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● Let’s list these community helpers and the jobs that they do
● Create anchor chart of community helpers and their  jobs

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Community Helpers Activity: Jobs In Our Community

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you how important community
workers are in keeping the people in our community safe and healthy.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Review anchor chart of community workers
● Class discussion: Review why these jobs are so important in our

community.
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Jobs in the Community Story and Song

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that you are an important
part of your school and town community. Being part of a community
makes you a citizen. Good citizens follow rules, are helpful, kind and
respectful.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Review important rules in class/school
● Class Discussion: What are some important rules we must

follow out in the community?
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Brainpop Jr. Video: Rights and Responsibilities
● Complete the “Draw About It” Activity: Draw About It:

What can you do to make your community better?

Bend II:
Citizenship and
People

● Students will be able to develop
interpersonal skills such as seeing
others’ points of view, accepting
responsibility, and dealing with
con�ict.

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you how to handle a situation if
someone says or does something to upset you, make you mad, or make
you feel bad.  When we are in these types of situations we must use our
words. Using your words lets the other person know what they have done
to you and how you are feeling. You can make things better when you use
your words.”
Synchronous Activity:
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● Students will be able to identify a
problem; o�er solutions for the
problems

● Students will demonstrate examples of
choice and consequences through
stories and role playing

● Students will be able to understand
how to make a friend, cooperate with a
friend, and use words to resolve con�ict

● Students will  identify costs and
bene�ts of choices.

● Students will be able to begin to
understand change over time:
community, family, Native Americans,
Pioneers, and Colonists.

● Students will recognize Native
Americans as the �rst groups of people
to live in North America.

● Students will describe the lifestyle of a
Native American community.

● Students will be able to begin to
understand characteristics, di�erences
and similarities between self and others

● Describe bene�ts of cooperating, taking
turns, and sharing.

● What steps could you take to make sure your problem does not
snowball into a big problem? Discuss steps below with an
example:

1. Stop and recognize the problem.
2. Take a few deep breaths or count back from 10 to cool down.
3. Have a calm conversation with the person. Remember to be polite and
respectful.
4. Take turns explaining the problem. Look, Nod, and Listen.
5. Think about the person as your partner, not your enemy.
6. Ask for help if you cannot agree or resolve the problem.
7. Make a compromise. Tell them how the problem makes you feel so the
person knows.
8. Agree on a plan.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Con�ict Resolution: A Bug and a Wish…

Lesson 8: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you that when someone makes
you feel bad, it is important to use your words and make good choices.
You can be a good friend by being kind, respectful, using your words
when someone upsets you, and handling it by making good choices.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Today you are going to listen to the story A Bad Apple, while
listening, think about what makes a good friend - listen to story
here: A Bad Apple

● After you listen to the story, you will complete the Seesaw
activity to go with it.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity:Listen to the book and complete the response to

go with it- A Bad Apple - Friendship Activity

Lesson 9: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that making good choices is
one of the things that makes you a good citizen at home, school, and in
the community.”
Synchronous Activity:

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=conflict&grade_level=K&promptId=prompt.98b28fe6-206d-47cf-89c5-da5701a18a6f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_sHU5tH8jU
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=making%2Bgood%2Bchoices&grade_level=K&promptId=prompt.f771df15-3405-4d8e-8e37-5d807c9a19f3


Florham Park Social Studies

Grade K Social Studies Curriculum

● When you are in a situation and not sure what to do, you have to
ask yourself:

○ What is the right thing to do?
○ Will I be safe?
○ Will others be safe?
○ Am I being respectful?
○ Am I being kind?

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Being a Good Citizen

Additional Read aloud Options:
● Celebrating Differences: Different Abilities

Lesson 10: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that before our community
became Florham Park, the �rst Americans lived here. Those �rst
Americans were called Native Americans.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Teach students about Native Americans using: All About
Native Americans for Kids

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: The First Americans- The First Americans

Reading Activity

Lesson 11: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you the importance of taking
turns and waiting patiently. Another way we can be good citizens at home
, school and in the community is by taking turns and waiting patiently for
others.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Watch the Sesame Street video on SeeSaw. Watch how Cookie
Monster tries to wait patiently on line and wait his turn at the
deli to order. Think about what Cookie has trouble with and
why.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Cookie Monster learns to wait his turn
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Lesson 12: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about the importance of
sharing. Sharing is another thing that makes you a good citizen at home,
school and the community. Sharing also makes you a good friend.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Today you are going to be listening to the story Should I Share
My Ice Cream.   In this story, Elephant Gerald just got an ice
cream cone and he can't wait to eat it.  But  maybe he should
share it with his good friend Piggie.  After going back and
forth for a few minutes they realize what they should do.
While you listen, try to think about a time when you had to
share or someone shared with you. This is called connecting
to the story. Listen to the story and then complete the activity
on Seesaw.

● Asynchronous Activity Option:
○ Seesaw Activity: Listen to story and complete

activity- Should I Share My Ice Cream Activity

Bend III: ● Students will be able to describe
members and roles of his/her family.

● Students will be able to  explain roles
that exist in the family

● Students will be able to understand
how they are di�erent and similar

● Students will be able to recognize
and use words to identify the
thoughts, feelings and perspectives
of others

● Students will be able to identify
occupations of local community

Lesson 13: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that the people in your family
make up your family community. They are the most important people
because they take care of you and love you.”
Synchronous Activity:

● You can also take this family community and make a “Family
Tree”.  A family tree shows all the people in your family as it has
grown, just like a tree.

● Listen to the story Me and My Family Tree and complete the
Family Tree Activity to go along with it.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Me and My Family Tree

Additional Read aloud Options:
● Celebrating Differences: Different Families

Lesson 14: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
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workers (e.g. medical, �re, police, postal
workers, shop and storekeepers.

● Students will identify the occupation of
people at school, in the community,
and at home.

● Students will describe how each worker
is helpful to others.

● Students will be able to begin to
understand how people help and hurt
the environment.

● Students will be able to explain ways
the environment gets hurt

● Students will understand how the lives
of people in history have impacted the
communities in which we live in today.

Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about community helpers.
Community helpers are people that perform important jobs in the
community. They help to teach us, keep us safe, keep us healthy, and keep
the community going.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Create an anchor chart of places that community helpers work
or what they drive  and have students brainstorm the
community workers who work there.

○ School -
○ Police Station -
○ Fire Department -
○ Post O�ce -
○ Doctor’s O�ce
○ Dentists O�ce -
○ Hospital -
○ Ambulance -
○ Pharmacy -
○ Animal Hospital -
○ Garbage truck -

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Brainpop Jr. Video: Community Helpers
● Seesaw Activity: Community Helper Mini-book
● Seesaw Activity: Community Helper Match Up

Lesson 15: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you that a community is a
group of people that work together and a community helper is someone
who works to help the community.
Synchronous Activity:

● Let’s review our list of community helpers and where they work.
● Discussion: What community helper would you like to be when

you grow up?
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Community Helpers Book and Song

Lesson 16: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
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https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/communities/communityhelpers/
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https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=community%2Bhelpers&grade_level=K&promptId=prompt.e3fe513f-2794-4b90-952f-35fcbf414fb0
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Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that everything around you:
living (people, animals, plants) and non-living (buildings, lakes, ponds) are
all part of your environment. Your environment needs to be taken care of
in order to stay healthy and you can do your part to help take care of it.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Discuss di�erent ways we can help the environment: throw out
the trash, recycle, don’t litter, don’t waste electricity, ride your
bike instead of drive.

● Record responses on anchor chart
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: How To Help The Earth by the Lorax

Lesson 17: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you that everything around you:
living (people, animals, plants) and non-living (buildings, lakes, ponds) are
all part of your environment. Your environment needs to be taken care of
in order to stay healthy and you can do your part to help take care of it.
There are lots of di�erent kinds of environments, not just the one you live
in. Today we are going to read a book about an environment called the
rainforest and how important it is to the animals that live there that it
remains taken care of as this is their home.”
Synchronous Activity:

● The Great Kapok Tree Read Aloud - Use the book to conduct a
read aloud if you have it OR have students view/listen the video:
The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry - Read Aloud

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Great Kapok Tree - Writing Activity

Lesson 18: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about Ruby Bridges. Ruby
was the �rst black girl to go to an all white school back in the time when
white people and black people did not have the same rights.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Watch Brainpop Jr. video on Ruby Bridges:  (this can be one as a
group or independently)- Brainpop Jr. - Ruby Bridges

Asynchronous Activity Option:
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● Seesaw Ongoing Activity: Fill in pages 5-6 on Ruby Bridges:
Book of Black History

● Brainpop Jr. - Ruby Bridges Draw About It Activity

Lesson 19: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about Jackie Robinson.
Jackie was the �rst black baseball player to play in  Major League Baseball
(MLB). This was an important breakthrough during these di�cult times
for black people when all they wanted to have was equal rights. Jackie was
accepted into the MLB even though he had di�erent colored skin.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Watch Brainpop Jr. video on Jackie Robinson:  (this can be one
as a group or independently)- Brainpop Jr - Jackie Robinson

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Brainpop Jr. - Draw About It Activity: Jackie Robinson Draw

About It Activity

Heritage Month
Celebration Guide
(Cover in all
curricular areas)

National American Indian Heritage Month:
Celebrated in November
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music and history that contributes to
American Indian culture

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the world
around them, to appreciate and value the di�erences and
similarities of other people to themselves.

Picture Book Options:
● On Mother’s Lap by Ann Herbet Scott

Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that
in the month of November we celebrate National
American Indian Heritage Month. Today we will
read a book about an American Indian family!”
Synchronous Activity:

● Story takes place in  Alaska - Display
map of the United States and locate
Alaska - Map of the USA

● Introducing book: On Mother’s Lap by
Ann Herbert Scott - In this book we will
meet a young Eskimo boy who loves to
sit on his mother’s lap.

● Explain that the people in the story are
part of the Inuit Tribe - therefore, they
are considered American Indian

● Read the  book:  : On Mother’s Lap by
Ann Herbert Scott

Asynchronous Activity:
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● Display image of rocking chair-
Rocking Chair Image

● What would you take to your mother’s
lap?

● Printable Activity: Have students draw
what they would bring to their
mother’s lap and label or dictate label to
you

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Journal Entry
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H1V04oPArNQleS9iuAwtTJhJjKnGL_nI/view?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing


Florham Park Social Studies

Grade K Social Studies Curriculum
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &
Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold (Level P)
● A Chair For My Mother by Vera Williams (Level M)
● Fly Away Home by Eve Bunting (Level P)
● Lily’s Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes (Level N)
● Chester’s Way by Jevin Henkes (Level M)
● Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes (Level M)
● Big Pumpkin by Erica Silverman (Level N)

Why Am I Different? By Norma Simon (Level N)
● The Family Book by Todd Parr (Level H)
● The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn (Level I)
● Grandpa’s Corner Store by DyAnne DiSalvo-Ryan (Level M)
● Community Helpers from A to Z by Bobbie Kalman (Level L)
● Jobs Around My Neighborhood by Gladys Rosa Mendoza (Level O)
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit#
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JEIa3GVqldiv9d3WDsNwCM0ITyg4DlDCsl8L01-rlIg/edit?usp=sharing
https://nj.gov/education/amistad/docs/Literacy%20Components%20for%20Primary%20Grades.pdf
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
https://sheg.stanford.edu
https://www.icivics.org
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.facinghistory.org/
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● The Lorax by Dr.Seuss (Level P)
● The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry (Level R)
● City Green by DyAnne DiSalvo-Ryan (Level L)
● Any appropriate grade K book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Community Helpers by Ruth Mattison (Level A)
● My Community by Rose Lewis (Level A)
● My Community by Jean Robertson (Level E)
● An Animal Community by Bobbie Kalman (Level H)
● Community Volunteers by Cam Gregory (Level F)
● Community Nurse by Ruby Maile (Level G)
● Helpers in My Community by Bobbie Kalman (Level G)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
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● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the

Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write

the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 4: Goods and Services Grade: K
Unit Overview:

The unit will o�er the students an understanding of the necessity for farms and factories and how they �ll our basic needs. Students need to have an
understanding of the process of meeting our basic needs.
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NJ Student Learning Standards:

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking
to support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
RF.2.4.A - Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.
SL.2.1 - Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners...with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
This standard outlines the important �scal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for students to make informed decisions about personal �nance. Financial literacy is
an integral component of a student's college and career readiness, enabling students to achieve ful�lling, �nancially-secure, and successful careers.
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and
career requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase
college, career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and
expectation as a student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
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Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88 Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate
place in the curriculum of elementary and secondary school students.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards:
By the end of  grade 2:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environ
shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, n
and global communities

Core Ideas Performance Expectations

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Economic Ways of  Thinking

Individuals make decisions based on their needs, wants, and the availability of
resources.

● 6.1.2.EconET.1: Explain the di�erence between needs and wants.
● 6.1.2.EconET.2: Cite examples of choices people make when resources are

scarce

[E�ective decision-making skills can help when individuals and governments make
economic decisions] Economic decisions made by individuals and governments
should be informed by an e�ective decision making process (e.g., saving, spending,
acquiring debt, investing).

● 6.1.2.EconET.4: Explain the impact that decisions about savings, debt,
and investment can have on individuals' lives.

● 6.1.2.EconET.5: Describe how local and state governments make
decisions that a�ect individuals and the community.

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Exchange and Markets

Goods and services are produced and exchanged in multiple ways. ● 6.1.2.EconEM.1: Describe the skills and knowledge required to produce
speci�c goods and services.

● 6.1.2.EconEM.2: Describe the goods and services that individuals and
businesses in the local community produce and those that are produced
in other communities.

● 6.1.2.EconEM.3: Identify the ways in which people exchange(d) goods
and services today, and in the past (e.g., purchase, borrow, barter).

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: National Economy

The availability of resources in�uences current and future economic conditions ● 6.1.2.EconNE.1: Identify examples of human capital, physical capital,
and natural resources that contribute to favorable economic conditions.

Governments play an economic role in the lives of individuals and communities. ● 6.1.2.EconNE.2: Describe examples of goods and services that
governments provide.
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Economics, Innovation, and Technology: Global Economy

There are bene�ts to trading goods and services with other countries. ● 6.1.2.EconGE.1: Cite examples of products that are produced
domestically and sold abroad and produced abroad and sold domestically.

● 6.1.2.EconGE.2: Explain why people in one country trade goods and
services with people in other countries

9.1.4.B.1 Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that
foster creative thinking.

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Communities need both farm and factory goods in order to

survive.
● Farms are located in the country and factories are located in or

near a city due to the way they operate and due to their purpose.
● Individuals need basic goods and services for everyday life.

● How can I make good choices about my needs and wants?
● How are goods and services designed and produced to meet

the needs of consumers?
● What are the di�erent types of transportation and how do

they help people?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends: Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

Bend I:
Goods and
Services

● Students will be able to demonstrate
how people exchange money from
place to place.

● Students will  learn the di�erent
denominations of coins and
currency.

● Students will learn to identify
di�erent locations and directions

● Students will learn the di�erence
between good and services and how

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach about goods and services. In  order to buy
items (goods) and pay for services, people exchange money. Money is used to pay
someone for their goods or items you buy from them or to pay them for their
services.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Share with students examples of goods and services they may pay others
for. Use real life examples for example: Kings, Trader Joes, Dunkin
Donuts, haircut, landscaper etc.

Synchronous OR Asynchronous Activity:
● Goods and Services Sort - this can be done as a class on a chart to gain a

better understanding of the di�erence between the two.
Asynchronous Activity Option:
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they are an important part of our
communities.

● Seesaw Activity: Goods and Services

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you that we buy items and pay for
services every day. In order to buy goods and services we use money. There are two
types of money: dollars and coins.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Display money anchor chart or posters and discuss- see example: Money
posters

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Brainpop Dollars and Cents Activity

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you that we can use maps to help us �nd
places by looking at pictures and following directions.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Show di�erent examples of maps - use this video for additional
information: How To Make A Map

● Option: Brainpop Jr. - Reading Maps
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Places on a Map

Bend II: ● Students will be able to identify the
types of transportation used to move
goods and people by comparing and
contrasting transportation on land,
water, and air.

● Draw and write about a form of
transportation in their
neighborhood/community and
tell how it helps people to meet
their needs and wants

● Understand di�erent forms of
transportation that exist

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you that the things we ride on to get from
one place to another such as cars, boats, planes, trains are called transportation.
People take transportation to get from one place to another. These types of
transportation can also transport goods from one place to another. People may also
depend on transportation to do their jobs such as: �re�ghters/�re truck,
policeman/police car.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Create an anchor chart with students listing types of transportation and
what they are used for.

○ Examples:
■ Plane- �y goods and people long distances
■ Car - drive from one place to another
■ Truck - transport goods/people
■ Boat  - travel on water to transport goods or people
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https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=goods%2Band%2Bservices&grade_level=K&subject=SocialStudies&promptId=prompt.77b7789c-82f3-4c03-9e0e-5f0ff22e25d4
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Vg6ScagSBd3vEFix8jBdtRn--UVz569/view?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=buying%2Band%2Bselling&grade_level=K&subject=SocialStudies&promptId=prompt.41fd8729-76bf-4a4a-96f2-d1012bb41176
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSnVCV4uGGQ
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/readingmaps/
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=location&grade_level=K&subject=SocialStudies&promptId=prompt.3fd9c4bc-0949-4dbd-aa6c-faf5e0cc8b89
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● Students will be able to identify the
purpose of various farm animals

● Students will be able to identify the
di�erent farm animals

● Students will be able to explain what
jobs each animal has and why it is
important to the farm

● Students will learn to explore how
crops are grown in industrial
agriculture

● Students will understand di�erent
farm animals and what food and
materials come from the farm

● Students will be able to name things
that come from a farm.

● Students will practice saying farm
animals and the noises that they
make

■ Bus - take kids to school
■ Tractor- work on a farm
■ Bike - ride from one place to another

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Transportation Sort

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to remind you that people take transportation to
get from one place to another. These types of transportation can also transport
goods from one place to another. People may also depend on transportation to do
their jobs such as: �re�ghters/�re truck, policeman/police car. Transportation can
take place on land, in the air, or on water.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Watch Brainpop Jr - Transportation and discuss
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Land, Water, Air Sort

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you all about the farm. The farm is a place
where animals are born and raised and produce (fruits and vegetables) are grown.
Farmers have very important jobs because people count on them for food.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Some animals that are raised on farms are: chickens, pigs, horses, sheep,
goats, cows.

● Let's talk about jobs of animals on the farm
○ Cows- milk, meat
○ Pigs - meat
○ Chickens - eggs
○ Horse- riding, �eld work
○ Goats - milk
○ Sheep - wool

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Animals on the Farm

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to remind you all about the farm. The farm is a
place where animals are born and raised.”
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https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=transportation&grade_level=K&subject=SocialStudies&promptId=prompt.2791e66a-fa55-43f5-a4c4-1678c69b1ac7
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/communities/transportation/
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=transportation&grade_level=K&subject=SocialStudies&promptId=prompt.26666100-71fc-48cc-abe8-246f1b2a18aa
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=learning%2Babout%2Bthe%2Bfarm&grade_level=K&subject=SocialStudies&promptId=prompt.9fa890bd-99c7-4a22-93e5-8d90049c9e1a
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Synchronous Activity:
● Today we are going to take a virtual �eld trip to the farm.
● On our trip we are going to watch three short videos on names of animals

and the sounds they make.
● Then you will take a look at three live webcams from the Farm Sanctuary

in Watkins Glen, New York.  There is a sheep cam, a turkey cam, and a
cow cam.(All videos and activities are included in the Seesaw activity link
below)

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: A Trip to the Farm

Bend III: ● Students will be able to name things
that come from a factory.

● Students will understand what goods
come from a factory.

● Students will understand the
di�erent types of goods.

● Students will understand di�erent
factories and production.

● Students will be able to compare and
contrast farm goods with factory
goods.

● Students will be able to identify
machines used on farms and in
factories.

● Determine the resources needed to
produce a good.

Lesson 8: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you about the di�erent types of goods and
services and how they are made, bought, and sold.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Watch Brainpop Jr. - Goods and Services
● Discuss

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Brainpop Jr. Activity: Draw About It Activity

Lesson 9: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you that the goods we buy every day
(clothes, shoes, pre-packaged foods etc.) are made in places called factories.
Factories are important because they make goods and lots of them at one time.
Synchronous Activity:

● Many things are made in factories, usually because it takes many steps and
people to create these goods.

● Cars are an example of something that is made in a factory. Let’s watch
this video on how cars are made.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Youtube Video: How Cars Are Made in Factories
● Make a list of other things that you think might be made in a factory.

Lesson 10: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to remind you that both factories and farms
produce di�erent goods. In order to produce these goods they use di�erent
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https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/goodsandservices/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/goodsandservices/drawaboutit/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-UcVwzrAqo
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machines to help them. Today we are going to look at the di�erent machines used
on farms and how they help make goods that we buy (planting fruits and
vegetables).”
Synchronous Activity:

● Here are some names of the farm machines that are used to help fruits
and vegetables grow:

○ Tractors
○ Flu�er
○ Swather
○ Baler
○ Rototiller
○ Sprayer
○ Bale Wagon

● Now you will watch the Farm Machines video to learn more about what
each one does and why they are important to the farm.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Youtube Video: Blippi: Farm Machines for Kids
● Create Seesaw Journal Response: Which farm machine is your favorite

and why? Draw picture to go with your response

Lesson 11: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to remind you that both factories and farms
produce di�erent goods. In order to produce these goods they use di�erent
machines to help them. Today we are going to look at the di�erent machines used
in factories and how they help make goods that we buy.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Factory machines: Factories use machines to make, can or bag goods
because they have to produce large amounts of a product. A long time
ago the people that worked in factories used to do these types of jobs with
their hands. Now with new technology and big machines they don’t have
to because the machines do it for them. See how ice cream that you buy in
the supermarket is made or how the pencils you are using today are made
in factories by watching these videos.

Asynchronous Activity Option: (Students can watch 1 or both)
● Youtube Video: Watch how ice cream is made: The Ice Cream Factory
● Youtube Video: Watch how pencils are made: The Pencil Factory

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyEnVLPhjUc
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● Seesaw Journal Response: What did you like most about the video you
watched?

Heritage Month
Celebration Guide
(Cover in all
curricular areas)

Black History Month:
Celebrated in February
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music and history that contributes to
black culture

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the world
around them, to appreciate and value the di�erences and
similarities of other people to themselves.

Picture Book Options:
● Shades of Black: A Celebration of Our Culture by Sandra L.

Pinkney
● Feast for 10 by Cathryn Falwell
● Baby Dance by Anne Taylor

National Women’s History Month:
Celebrated in March
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music and history that contributes to
women in history

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the world
around them, to appreciate and value the di�erences and
similarities of other people to themselves.

Picture Book Options:
● Like a Girl by Lori Degman - Like A Girl Read Aloud
● This Little Dreamer by Joan Holub - Little Dreamer Read

Aloud

Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you
that in the month of February we celebrate
Black History Month. We will read books that
celebrate Black culture.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Introducing book: Shades of Black:
A Celebration of Our Culture by
Sandra L. Pinkney

● Discuss: This book is about how we
are all beautiful and unique no
matter what the color of our skin.

● Read the  book: Shades of Black: A
Celebration of Our Culture by Sandra
L. Pinkney

Asynchronous Activity:
● Printable Activity: Heroes of Black

History

Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you
that there are many di�erent women that are
an important part of history. We learn about
them and remember them during National
Women’s History Month.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Introducing book:  Today we are
going to read a book called, Like a
Girl by Lori Degman - Like A Girl
Read Aloud - in this book we will
meet various famous women  who
have transformed the world and
made history in doing it!”
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https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=4tXuwLr0l_g
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=xjAMyjJnqRs
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=xjAMyjJnqRs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qz9P6fJOyNQ4zAJtd70ZZj4JJrKkDTyF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qz9P6fJOyNQ4zAJtd70ZZj4JJrKkDTyF/view?usp=sharing
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=4tXuwLr0l_g
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=4tXuwLr0l_g
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Irish-American Heritage Month:
Celebrated in March
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music and history that contributes to
Irish-American culture

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the world
around them, to appreciate and value the di�erences and
similarities of other people to themselves.

Picture Book Options:
● St. Patrick’s Day - St. Patrick's Day Read Aloud

● Read the  book and discuss
Asynchronous Activity:

● Women in History Minibook

Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you
that in the month of March we celebrate  St.
Patrick’s Day and we recognize Irish-American
Heritage Month.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Display World Map - Locate Ireland -
World Map Showing Ireland

● Introducing book: St. Patrick's Day
Read Aloud - In this book we will
learn about the holiday of St.
Patrick’s Day!

● Read the  book and discuss
Asynchronous Activity:

● Printable: Shamrock Template -
Decorate with various materials such
as pom poms, markers, water colors,
dot paint, sequins etc. and display

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations
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https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=pQyvfYho9Ns
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mapityfzfQAGXGDQXBZFpNA14m8TDLzD/view?usp=sharing
https://annamap.com/ireland/ireland-on-the-world-map.html
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=pQyvfYho9Ns
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=pQyvfYho9Ns
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pWLUky59z8TeV2pDrLXVjEm8utgJVg8h/view?usp=sharing
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Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Farm Product Collage
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Money Instructor
● Transportation Website
● Goods or Services? By Ellen Mitten (Level H)
● Moving People, Moving Stuff by Ellen Kitten (Level E)
● Jobs Around Town by Shelly Buchanan (Level L)
● On the Farm by David Elliot (Level N)
● The Chocolate Factory by Rosalinda Hayhoe (LevelG)
● Factory Jobs by Sandra Iversen (Level I)
● A Visit to a Car Factory by D.M. Rice (Level K)
● Any appropriate grade K book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● On a Farm by Alexa Andrews (Level A)
● Farm by Elisha Cooper (Level D)
● Working on the Farm by Jack Reader (Level D)
● At the Dairy Farm by George Pendergast (Level C)
● These Hands by Margaret Mason (Level K)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JEIa3GVqldiv9d3WDsNwCM0ITyg4DlDCsl8L01-rlIg/edit?usp=sharing
https://nj.gov/education/amistad/docs/Literacy%20Components%20for%20Primary%20Grades.pdf
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
https://sheg.stanford.edu
https://www.icivics.org
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.facinghistory.org/
http://www.moneyinstructor.com/
http://www.educationworld.com/a_sites/sites041.shtml
https://newsela.com/
https://www.brainpop.com/
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● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to

write the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about
the story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
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https://newsela.com/
https://jr.brainpop.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
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● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)
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Unit 5: Holocaust Studies: Acceptance, Always! Grade: K

Unit Overview: This unit will focus on the importance of accepting others who are di�erent from you.  Students will discover ways that they can
stand up against prejudice and bullying.
Compelling Question: Why is it important to be accepting of  others who are di�erent from you?

NJ Student Learning Standards:
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards:
ELA-Literacy.RL.K.10 - Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.
ELA-Literacy.SL.K.5 - Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.
ELA-Literacy.SL.K.6 - Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college,
career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation
as a student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
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CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28
Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. The instruction
shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to �ght racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.

Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Students will be able to retell the plots of �ctional stories.
● Students will be able to analyze themes in literature, including

acceptance, friendship, and open-mindedness.
● Students will be able to write about and illustrate key themes of

literature as they apply to their own lives.

● How can we address bullying by becoming “upstanders” who
speak up for the rights of others?

● How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs
systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding
and challenging public actions and decisions in a diverse
and interdependent world?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends: Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

Bend I: ● Students will be to recognize that we
should not judge others by their
outward appearances

● Students will be able to think and
explain ways that a person can be
more thoughtful and considerate to
others, and to understand the e�ects
of our words and actions on others

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous):
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that we should not judge others by how
they look on the inside but rather get to know who they are on the inside.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Read the book: Sneetches by Dr. Seuss or listen to read aloud by clicking
here: Sneetches by Dr. Seuss - Read Aloud

● Lesson Learned: It is what is on the inside that counts. We all stand out
because of our di�erences and it is what makes us special.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Sneetches Writing Activity - I Stand Out Because
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Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that it is important to be thoughtful and
considerate to others as our words and actions can have a positive (good) or negative
(bad) e�ect on people.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Today we are going to read a book about Gerald the Gira�e. In this story
the other animals make fun of Gerald because he can’t dance. But, then he
meets an unlikely friend that teaches him that sometimes when you are
di�erent you just need a di�erent song to dance to.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Gira�es Can't Dance Read Aloud and Activity

Bend II: ● Students will be able to understand
that we have rules to guide us and
keep us safe as we live and work in our
homes, classroom, and in our
neighborhood

● Students will be able to understand
that variety in human characteristics
makes for an interesting environment.

● Students will be able to understand
that when a person or group is being
bullied and hurt by others, that some
people try to help those being hurt,
some people do nothing, some people
will join the bullies

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you about the importance of rules. Rules
are all around us. We have rules at home, at school, and in the community. Rules are
made to guide us, to keep us safe and healthy.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Review class and school rules
● Discuss/Think: What are some important rules you have at home?

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Why are RULES important?

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that it is important to take care of
yourself and to be the best that you can be. We all look and act di�erent and that is
great!  It is important to be kind to others , but it is also important to be kind to
yourself. Today we are going to read the story The Good Egg, and learn about how
important it is to take care of yourself.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Listen to the story-   “The Good Egg” - you may use this link for a read
aloud: The Good Egg Read Aloud

Asynchronous Activity Option
● Seesaw Activity: The Good Egg Activity

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that when a person or group of people
are being bullied or hurt by others, some people might try to help those being hurt
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and others might join in. It is so important to help those that are being bullied or get
someone to help you like a parent, teacher or other adult. Today we are going to listen
to the story Llama Llama and the Bully Goat and learn that if someone hurts you or
bullies you, you should walk away and get someone to help you.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Listen to  the story Llama Llama Bully Goat - Llama Llama Bully Goat
Read Aloud

Asynchronous Activity Option
● Seesaw Activity: Say NO to bullying!

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dyUvmKSMjrA
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● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &
Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● International Playtime by Wayne Nelson
● Beyond Heroes and Holidays: A Practical Guide to K12 by Enid Lee
● Holocaust NJ State Unit
● K-5 Social Studies Holocaust/Genocide, Prejudice & Bullying Education and

Amistad Commission Connections
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● Acceptance Always: Meeting Someone who is Di�erent from You
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

Core Instructional Resources:

● The Sneetches by Dr. Seuss (Level N)
● Llama Llama Bully Goat Read Aloud (Level L)
● The Good Egg Read Aloud (PreK-3)
● Giraffes Can’t Dance (Level M)
● The Berenstain Bears New Neighbors by Stan Berenstain (Level N)
● Hats off to Hair! By Virginia Kroll (Level M)
● Lovable Lyle by Bernar Waber (Level O)
● A Pig Is Moving In by Claudia Fries (Level M)
● Dr. Seuss on the Loose (show clips)
● Episode, “Prejudice” from Lambchop and Shari Lewis
● Clips from Dumbo
● Any appropriate grade K book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher
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● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Whoever You Are by Mem Fox (Level I)
● We’re Different, We’re the Same by Bobbi Jane Kates (Level M)
● We Are All Alike..We Are All Different by Cheltenham Elementary

Kindergarteners (Level N)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write

the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
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● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media
reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)
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Unit 6: Time, Holidays and Our Country Grade: K

Unit Overview:
In this unit the students will gain an understanding of relative time concepts. The students will learn about various holidays and cultural traditions that
people celebrate in our country and learn to accept and respect diversity. This unit seeks to provide an understanding and appreciation for customs
celebrated in America and gain respect for our heritage.

NJ Student Learning Standards:
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Primary interdisciplinary connections:
Language Arts;

● Design a �ipbook of community helpers and compose descriptions of the roles of each worker.
● Write a paragraph about  individual needs and wants.

Math:
● Calculate the prices of various goods.
● Create a shopping list and calculate prices for goods and stay within a budget.

Science:
● Growing plants.
● Farming techniques.
● Materials used to make goods.

21st-Century  Life & Career Skills 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
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Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase
college, career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and
expectation as a student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88 Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate
place in the curriculum of elementary and secondary school students.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards:
By the end of  grade 2:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environm
shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, nat
and global communities

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Democratic Principles

The democratic principles this country was founded upon guide the actions of
local, state and national government (e.g., authority, rights, responsibility,
fairness, privacy, [and] freedom
to make choices).

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.1: Explain how national symbols re�ect on American values and
principles. 6

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.2: Use evidence to describe how democratic principles such as
equality, fairness, and respect for legitimate authority and rules have impacted
individuals and communities.

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.3 Explain how historical symbols, monuments and holidays
re�ect the shared values, principles, and beliefs of the American identity

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Continuity and Change

Historical timelines put events in chronological order to help people
understand the past

● 6.1.2.HistoryCC.1: Use multiple sources to create a chronological sequence of
events that describes how and why your community has changed over time.
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● 6.1.2.HistoryCC.2: Use a timeline of important events to make inferences about

the "big picture" of history.

Understanding the past helps to make sense of the present. ● 6.1.2.HistoryCC.3: Make inferences about how past events, individuals, and
innovations a�ect our current lives.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Understanding Perspectives

Two or more individuals can have a di�erent understanding of the same event ● 6.1.2.HistoryUP.1: Use primary sources representing multiple perspectives to
compare and make inferences about why there are di�erent accounts of the same
event.

Respecting and understanding the views of others helps one learn about
various perspectives, thoughts, and cultures

● 6.1.2.HistoryUP.2: Use evidence to demonstrate how an individual’s beliefs,
values, and traditions may change and/or re�ect more than one culture.

● 6.1.2.HistoryUP.3: Use examples from the past and present to describe how
stereotyping and prejudice can lead to con�ict.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Historical Sourcing and Evidence

The nature of history involves stories of the past preserved in a variety of
sources.

● 6.1.2.HistorySE.1: Use examples of regional folk heroes, stories, and/or songs
and make inferences about how they have contributed to the development of a
culture's history.

● 6.1.2.HistorySE.2: Analyze a variety of sources describing the same event and
make inferences about why the accounts are di�erent (e.g., photographs,
paintings, cartoons, newspapers, poetry, novels, plays).

9.1.4.B.1 Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that foster
creative thinking.

9.1.4.F.2 Establish and follow performance goals to guide progress in assigned areas of responsibility
and accountability during classroom projects and extra-curricular activities.

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Holidays help us remember the past.
● Life in America has changed over time.
● The purpose of the �rst Thanksgiving and why it is still

celebrated today.
● The people who were involved in the �rst Thanksgiving.
● The similarities and di�erences between a Pilgrim and Native

American community.

● What are some American holidays?
● Why do we celebrate Thanksgiving?
● How did families get food and water in the past?

Unit Teaching Points:
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Bends: Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

Bend I:
Patriotic
Symbols

● Students will be able to identify
patriotic symbols and activities such
as the �ag, the Pledge of Allegiance
and “the Stars Spangled Banner.”

● Students will identify the reasons
for some national holidays.

● Students will recognize people
honored by American holidays

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that di�erent symbols that represent our
country are called Patriotic Symbols. The American Flag is a patriotic  symbol that
represents the country where we live, The United States of America, and the freedom
we have in our country.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Today we are going to read the informational text titled The United States
Flag. In this book you will learn several important facts about the �ag.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: The American Flag

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that di�erent symbols that represent our
country are called Patriotic Symbols. The Statue of Liberty is a patriotic  symbol that
represents the country where we live, The United States of America, and the freedom
we have in our country.”
Synchronous Activity:

● The Statue of Liberty is a symbol of our country, The United States of
America. It welcomes all to our country in the harbor in New York City.
Today we are going to read an informational book about the Statue of
Liberty. In this book you will learn several facts about the Statue of Liberty.

Asynchronous Activity Option
● Seesaw Activity: The Statue of Liberty - An American Symbol

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about the Pledge of Allegiance. This is
another Patriotic Symbol that represents our country, The United States of America.
Citizens of the United States recite this pledge to show their belief in our freedom.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Each day at the start of our school day, we say the Pledge of Allegiance.
Where else have you said it?

● What should you be doing when you say the Pledge of Allegiance?
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● Today we are going to read this informational book about the Pledge of
Allegiance and learn some important facts.

Asynchronous Activity Option
● Seesaw Activity: The Pledge of Allegiance - An American Symbol

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that there are various holidays
throughout the year where we celebrate our Patriotism. We celebrate our country, the
freedom we have here, and the people who helped us lead a life of  freedom. Some of
these holidays are: 4th of July (Independence Day), President’s Day, Constitution
Day, Veteran’s Day and Patriot’s Day. Memorial Day, and Flag Day.”
Synchronous/Asynchronous Activities:

● Youtube Video: Patriotic Holidays for Kindergarten (This video focuses on
Memorial Day, Flag Day and Veteran’s Day)

● Youtube Video: Independence Day for Kids
● Seesaw Activity: Identify National Holiday Activity (This activity focuses

on President’s Day, Veteran’s Day, Independence Day and Constitution
Day)

Bend II:
Important
Figures

● Students will be exposed to
displayed photos, prints, posters
that depict the founding of the
American democratic society (e.g.
George Washington crossing the
Delaware).

● Students will recognize that
furniture, clothing, and tools have
changed over time.

● Students will compare items used in
the past with similar things used
today.

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that George Washington helped to
found our country, The United States of America and was our very �rst president..
He lived a very long time ago.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Today we are going to watch a video on George Washington. I want you to
pay close attention to the clothes that he wears, the style of his hair,  and
where he lived in the video. These were colonial times. A time very di�erent
from how we live today.

Asynchronous Activity Option
● Seesaw Activity: George Washington Video
● Seesaw Journal Response: How have clothing, homes, and styles changed

from the colonial times until now? What did you see in the video that is
di�erent from how we live now? (Draw a picture or record a response or
both)
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● Students will be able to read
pertinent pieces of literature that
addresses the principle of
Democracy (e.g. Landing of the
Pilgrim Fathers, Pocahontas, Molly
Pitcher, Grandmother’s Story of
Bunker Hill Battle, Paul Revere’s
Ride, Barbara Frietchie, Kentucky
Belle).

● Students will understand that
leaders in the government,
community, school, and home
make and enforce rules.

● Students will identify important
leaders.

● Students will be able to encourage
the philosophy of democracy (e.g.
cooperative learning groups class
votes, discuss and make class rules).

● Students will understand the
necessity of leaders

● Students will understand voting as a
method of group decision making.

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that the people who lead us and make
the rules are very important people. The leader of the United States is called the
President. The President of the United States is ______________. The president
must run in an election and be chosen by the people of our country  to be the
president.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Today we are going to read the book Duck for President. In this �ction story
you will learn a little about what an election looks like and what a hard job
it is!

Asynchronous Activity Option
● Seesaw Activity: Duck for President Book and Activity
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Bend III:
The
United
States

● Students will be able to use maps to
locate New Jersey, New Jersey’s
place in the United States and the
United States' place in the world.
Discuss how New Jersey got its
name.

● Students will compare and contrast
models and maps.

● Students will use models and maps
to describe real places.

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that the United States of  American is
made up of 50 states. The state we live in is called New Jersey. New Jersey was one of
the �rst states created.
Synchronous Activity:

● Present slideshow with NJ Facts - All About NJ and discuss
● Locate NJ on the map of the US a discuss its location
● Show NJ on a map of the US (in slideshow) and show NJ on a globe:

(example for virtual use- NJ on the Globe)
Asynchronous Activity Option

● Seesaw Journal Response: What is your favorite thing about living in New
Jersey (Draw a picture and record your response.)

Heritage Month Celebration
Guide (Cover in all
curricular areas)

Asian-Paci�c American Heritage Month
Celebrated in May
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music, and history that
contributes to Asian-Paci�c culture

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the
world around them, to appreciate and value the
di�erences and similarities of other people and
themselves

Picture Book Options:
● Whoever You Are by Mem Fox
● Celebrating Differences: Different Cultures

Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you
that in the month of May we celebrate Asian-
Paci�c American Heritage Month. We celebrate
people from the continent of Asia as well as the
Paci�c Islands and Hawaii.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Display World Map to Asia and
Paci�c Islands - Asia and Paci�c
Islands

● Introducing book: Whoever You Are
by Mem Fox - in this book we will
meet children from all over the world.
Children who laugh and cry, play and
learn, eat and sleep. We will see how
everyone may look di�erent, but how
everyone is the same on the inside

● Read/discuss the book: Whoever You
Are by Mem Fox

Synchronous/Asynchronous Activity:
● Powerpoint Presentation: Slides with

maps and video clips of actors and
songs from those that are
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Asian-Paci�c American - pick and
choose what slides you may want to
share with your students -
Asian-Paci�c Island Heritage Month
Informational Slides

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mjRiIaAwq9iefI1rT1WxRFTRDOhLyFmH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105586918118552847265&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mjRiIaAwq9iefI1rT1WxRFTRDOhLyFmH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105586918118552847265&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
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● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● Holidays
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● I Pledge Allegiance (Level M)
● Red, White and Blue: The Story of the American Flag by John Herman

(Level M)
● A Flag for Our Country by Eve Spencer (Level K)
● By the Dawn’s Early Light: The Story of the Star-Spangled Banner by Steven

Kroll (Level P)
● F is for Flag by Wendy Cheyette Lewison (Level K)
● The Pledge of Allegiance by Scholastic (Level M)
● A Picture Book of Geroge Washington by Dvaid Adler (Level M)
● Me on the Map by Joan Sweeney (Level K)
● There’s a Map on My Lap! All About Maps by Tish Rabe (Level M)
● Where Do I Live by Niel Chesanow (Level N)
● Hello, Amigos! By Tricia Brown (Level P)
● Shades of Black: A Celebration of Our Children by Sandra Pinkney (Level P)
● Apple Pie 4th of July by Janet Wong (Level K)
● Any appropriate grade K book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:
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Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:

● Newsela
● Brainpop
● A Picture Book of Paul Revere by David Adler (Level M)
● American Votes: How Our President Is Elected by Linda Granfiled (Level N)
● D is for Democracy: A Citizen’s Alphabet (Level N)
● Duck for President by Doreen Cronin (Level M)
● Johnny Appleseed by Stephen Benet, Rosemary Benet (Level K)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write

the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items
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● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/homeschooling-in-new-jersey/field-trips/


Florham Park Social Studies

Grade K Social Studies Curriculum

2020-2021 Disciplinary Concepts
Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civic and Political Institutions
The study of civic and political institutions includes concepts of the law, politics, and government that are essential to understanding the
important institutions of society and the principles these institutions are intended to re�ect.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Local community and government
leaders have roles and responsibilities to
provide services for their community
members.

● Rules for all to live by are a result of the
actions of government, organizations,
and individuals.

● The actions of individuals and the
government a�ects decisions made for
the common good.

● In a representative democracy,
individuals play a role in how
government functions.

● In a representative democracy,
individuals elect representatives to act
on the behalf of the people.

● Levels of government (i.e., local, state,
and federal) have  di�erent powers
and  responsibilities.

● Political and civic institutions impact all
aspects of people’s lives.

● Governments have di�erent structures
which impact development (expansion)
and civic participation.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation
Participation requires learning about public issues and determining how and when to take action to address them. Deliberation requires civic
dispositions, such as honesty, mutual respect, cooperation, and attentiveness to multiple perspectives that individuals should use when they interact with
each other on public matters. Deliberation includes learning processes that enable citizens to engage in constructive, informed, and decisive dialogue
about important public issues. Both participation and deliberation require an understanding of the diverse arguments regarding the underlying
principles as well as founding documents and their meanings.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● When all members of the group are
given the opportunity to participate in
the decision-making process, everyone's
voice is heard.

● Through participation in the
decision-making process, people can
initiate change (e.g., voting, petitions,
contacting elected o�cials).

● Civic participation and deliberation are
the responsibility of every member of
society.

● Members of society have the obligation
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● E�ective con�ict resolution is
possible when evidence, diverse
perspectives, and
intended/unintended consequences
are considered.

● A major role of citizens in a
representative democracy is to make
responsible decisions about who
should govern.

to become informed of the facts
regarding public issues and to engage in
honest, mutually respectful discourse to

● advance public policy solutions

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Democratic Principles
Understanding democratic principles, such as equality, freedom, liberty and respect for individual rights, and how they apply to both o�cial institutions
and informal interactions among citizens is a fundamental concept of being a citizen in a democratic republic.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● The democratic principles this country
was founded upon guide the actions of
local, state and national government
(e.g., authority, rights, responsibility,
fairness, privacy, [and] freedom to make
choices).

● Fundamental rights that allow
democratic societies to function can
be seen at all levels of government in
society

● The United States’ system of
government is designed to realize the
ideals of liberty, democracy, limited
government, equality under the law, and
of opportunity, justice, and property
rights.

● The principles of the United States
government are based on political
philosophies, ideas, and experiences of
earlier governments.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Processes and Rules
Processes and rules are how groups of people make decisions, govern themselves, and address public problems. This includes problems at all scales, from
a classroom to local, state, and national public policy to the agreements among nations. Additionally, this includes studying how various rules, processes,
laws, and policies actually work, which requires an understanding of political systems and de�ning and addressing public problems.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Rules and [laws are established for our
safety and well-being] people who have
authority are necessary to keep everyone

● There are di�erent processes for
establishing rules and laws.

● Rules, laws, and policies are designed

● In a democratic government, there
● are multiple processes by which

individuals can in�uence the creation of
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safe, resolve con�icts, and treat people
fairly.

● [Ideal processes] Processes and rules
[are designed to be fair, consistent, and
respectful of all people’s rights] should
be fair, consistent, and respectful of the
human rights of all people

to protect the rights of people, help
resolve con�icts, and promote the
common

rules, laws, and public policy.

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Human and Civil Rights
Human rights are universal, inalienable, and interdependent claims that derive from the inherent worth of every individual. They are the birthright
of every human being regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status. Human rights include the right to life and
liberty, freedom from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the right to work and education, and many more. These universal
rights are not granted by states or governments but are inherent to every person.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Individuals may be different, but
all have the same basic human
rights.

● It is the responsibility of individuals
and institutions at the state, national,
and international levels to promote
human rights.

● Individuals have the right to be safe
and not to be bullied or
discriminated against.

● Human and civil rights include political,
social, economic, and cultural rights.

● [Human rights can be protected or
abused in various societies.] Social and
political systems have protected and
denied human rights (to varying
degrees) throughout time.12

● Fundamental rights are derived from the
inherent worth of [every] each
individual[, which] and include civil,
political, social, economic, and cultural
rights

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Civic Mindedness
Civic-mindedness is grounded in democratic principles and promotes civic virtues. Responsible citizens are informed and thoughtful, participate in
their communities, act politically, and embrace civic dispositions. Important civic dispositions for a democratic society include civility,
open-mindedness, compromise, and toleration of diversity. In a democratic society, individuals show concern for others’ rights and welfare, fairness,
trust in humanity and political systems, and a sense of public duty. The belief that one’s own actions – alone or in combination with others – can
make a di�erence is closely related to democratic principles and participation.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8
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● Certain character traits can help
individuals become productive
members of their community

● Certain dispositions help individuals
contribute to the health of American
democracy

● The well-being of a democracy depends
upon informed and e�ective
participation of individuals committed
to civility, compromise, and toleration
of diversity.

Geography, People and the Environment: Spatial Views of the World
Spatial views of the world focus on the creation of maps and use of geospatial technologies. Creating maps and other geographical representations is an
essential and enduring part of seeking new geographic knowledge that is personally and socially useful and that can be applied in making decisions and
solving problems. Once maps or other representations are created, it prompts new questions concerning the locations, spaces, and patterns portrayed.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● A map is a symbolic representation of
selected characteristics of a place.

● Geographic data can be used to identify
cultural and environmental
characteristics of places

● Maps and other geographic
representations, geospatial
technologies, and spatial thinking can
be used to understand and
communicate information.

● Geospatial technologies and
representations help us to make sense of
the distribution of people, places, and
environments and spatial patterns across
Earth’s surface

Geography, People and the Environment: Human Population Patterns
Human population, patterns and movement focus on the size, composition, distribution, and movement of human populations and how they are
fundamental and active features on Earth’s surface. This includes understanding that the expansion and redistribution of the human population a�ects
patterns of settlement, environmental changes, and resource use. Patterns and movements of population also relate to physical phenomena including
climate variability, landforms, and locations of various natural hazards and their e�ects on population size, composition, and distribution.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Physical and human characteristics
a�ect where people live (settle).

● People use goods from local and distant
places to meet their daily needs

● Regions form and change as a result
of unique physical conditions,
economies, and cultures.

● Patterns of settlement di�er markedly
from region to region, place to place,
and time to time.

● The experiences people have when
they migrate to new places di�er for
many reasons, including whether it is
by choice or condition.

● The di�usion of ideas and cultural
practices are impacted by the movement
of people and advancements in
transportation, communication, and
technology.

● Relationships between humans and
environments impact spatial patterns of
settlement and movement.

● Global changes in population
distribution patterns a�ect changes in
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land use in particular places.

Geography, People and the Environment: Human Environment Interaction
Human-environment interactions are essential aspects of human life in all societies and they occur at local-to-global scales. Human-environment
interactions happen both in speci�c places and across broad regions. Culture in�uences the locations and the types of interactions that occur. Earth’s
human systems and physical systems are in constant interaction and have reciprocal in�uences �owing among them. These interactions result in a variety
of spatial patterns that require careful observation, investigation, analysis, and explanation.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Environmental characteristics in�uence
how and where people live

● Environmental and cultural
characteristics in�uence where and
how people live.

● Human activity a�ects the cultural
and environmental characteristics of
places and regions.

● Cultural and environmental
characteristics change over time.

● Cultural patterns and economic
decisions in�uence environments and
the daily lives of people.

● The physical and human characteristics
of places and regions are connected to
human identities and cultures

Geography, People and the Environment: Global Interconnections
Global interconnections occur in both human and physical systems. Earth is a set of interconnected ecosystems of which humans are an in�uential part.
Many natural phenomena have no perceptible boundaries. For example, the oceans are one dynamic system. The atmosphere covers the entire planet.
Land and water forms shift over geological eons. Many life forms di�use from place to place and bring environmental changes with them. Humans have
spread across the planet, along with their cultural practices, artifacts, languages, diseases, and other attributes. All of these interconnections create
complex spatial patterns at multiple scales that continue to change over time.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Global interconnections occur in both
human and physical systems across
di�erent regions of the world.

● Interactions between humans has led
to the spread of cultural practices,
artifacts, languages, diseases, and
other attributes as well as changes in
environmental characteristics.

● In an interconnected world,
increased collaboration is needed by
individuals, groups, and nations to
solve global issues

● Cultural and environmental practices
impact the geography of an area.

● The environmental characteristics of
places and production of goods
in�uences the spatial patterns of world
trade.
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Economics, Innovation and Technology: Economic Ways of Thinking
Economic decision making involves setting goals and identifying the resources available to achieve those goals. Economic decision-making includes
weighing the additional bene�t of an action against the additional cost. Investigating the incentives that motivate people is an essential part of analyzing
economic decision making.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Individuals make decisions based on
their needs, wants, and the availability
of resources.

● Limited resources in�uence choices.
● [E�ective decision-making skills can

help when individuals and governments
make economic decisions] Economic
decisions made by individuals and
governments should be informed by an
e�ective decision-making process (e.g.,
saving, spending, acquiring debt,
investing).

● Economic decision-making involves
setting goals and identifying the
resources available to achieve those
goals.

● An economy accounts for the
bene�ts and costs of individual
choices in dealing with the scarcity of
�nite resources.

● Economic decision-making involves
setting goals, weighing costs and
bene�ts, and identifying the resources
available to achieve those goals

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Exchange and Markets
Exchange is when people voluntarily exchange goods and services and expect to gain as a result of the trade. Markets exist to facilitate the exchange of
goods and services. Comparison of bene�ts and costs helps identify the circumstances under which government action in markets is in the best interest
of society and when it is not.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Goods and services are produced and
exchanged in multiple ways

● The availability of human capital,
physical capital, and/or natural
resources has contributed to the
specialization of trade and
production.

● The exchange of goods and services
can have negative and positive e�ects

● People voluntarily exchange goods and
services when all parties expect to gain as
a result of the trade.

● Buyers and sellers interact in competitive
markets based on prices that re�ect
scarcity of goods and services in the
market.

● Markets exist to facilitate the exchange
of goods and services.

● Competition among sellers and buyers
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exists in speci�c markets

Economics, Innovation and Technology: National Economy
The national economy includes studying how the changes in the amounts and qualities of human capital, physical capital, and natural resources
in�uence current and future economic conditions and standards of living. All markets working together in�uence economic growth and �uctuations in
well-being. (Monetary and �scal policies are often designed and used in attempts to moderate �uctuations and encourage growth under a wide variety of
circumstances.)

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● The availability of resources in�uences
current and future economic
conditions.

● Governments play an economic  role in
the lives of individuals and
communities

● The government uses a variety of
tools to pay for the goods and services
that it provides to individuals and
communities.

● A nation's economy is in�uenced by
its government, human and physical
capital, availability of resources, and
technological progress

● A national economy includes studying
the changes in the amounts and qualities
of human capital, physical capital, and
natural resources.

● The production and consumption of
goods and services in�uence economic
growth, well-being, and quality of life

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Global Economy
The global economy is the system of trade and industry across the world that has emerged due to globalization. Economic globalization occurs with
cross-border movement of goods, services, technology, information, and human, physical, and �nancial capital. Understanding why people specialize and
trade, and how that leads to increased economic interdependence, are fundamental steps in understanding how the world economy functions. While
trade provides signi�cant bene�ts, it is not without costs. Comparing those bene�ts and costs is essential in evaluating policies to in�uence trade among
individuals and businesses in di�erent countries.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● There are bene�ts to trading goods and
services with other countries.

● Increased economic interdependence
among nations is a result of trade,
sharing of ideas,

● and innovation

● The global economy is the system of
trade and industry across the world that
has emerged due to globalization.

● Economic globalization occurs with
cross-border movement of goods,
services, technology, information, and
human, physical, and �nancial capital.

● Economic policies require an analysis of
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policies that in�uence trade among
individuals and businesses in di�erent
countries.

● Economic interdependence is impacted
by increased specialization and trade.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Continuity and Change
Change and continuity over time require assessing similarities and di�erences between historical periods and between the past and present. It also
involves understanding how a change in one area of life relates to a change in other areas, bringing together political, economic, intellectual, social,
cultural and other factors. Understanding the interrelation of patterns of change requires evaluating the context within which events unfolded in order
not to view events in isolation, and to be able to assess the signi�cance of speci�c individuals, groups, and developments.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Historical timelines put events in
chronological order to help people
understand the past.

● Understanding the past helps to make
sense of the present

● Chronological sequencing helps us
track events over time.

● Interactions of people and events
throughout history have shaped the
world we experience today.

● Chronological sequencing helps us
understand the interrelationship of
historical events.

● Political, economic, social, and cultural
factors both change and stay the same
over time.

● Historical events may have single,
multiple, and direct and indirect causes
and e�ects.

● Historical events and developments are
shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Understanding Perspectives
Understanding perspectives requires recognizing the multiplicity of points of view in the past, which makes it important to seek out a range of sources
on any historical question. One must recognize that perspectives change over time, so that historical understanding requires developing a sense of
empathy with people in the past whose perspectives might be very di�erent from those of today. Analyzing perspectives requires understanding how
historical contexts shape people’s perspectives.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Two or more individuals can have a
di�erent understanding of the same

● Respecting and understanding the
views of others helps one learn about

● An individual’s perspective is impacted
by one’s background and experiences.
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event.
● Respecting and understanding the

views of others helps one learn about
various perspectives, thoughts, and
cultures

various perspectives, thoughts, and
cultures.

● Events may be viewed di�erently
based on one's perspective.

● Historical records are shaped by the
society that the creator lived in.

● Perspectives change over time.
● Historical contexts and events shaped

and continue to shape people’s
perspectives.

● The perspectives of people in the
present shape interpretations of the past.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Historical Sourcing and Evidence
Historical sourcing and evidence is based on a review of materials and sources from the past. Examining sources often leads to further questions as well
as answers in a spiraling process of inquiry. Determining the values and limitations of sources is a process that involves taking into account features of the
source itself, such as its creator, date, purpose, and content in order to assess the validity and reliability of the source.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● The nature of history involves stories of
the past preserved in a variety of
sources.

● Historians analyze accounts of history
through a variety of sources, including
di�ering accounts of the same event

● There are a variety of sources that
help us understand the past.

● Our understanding of the past
deepens through analysis of a wide
variety of primary and

● secondary sources

● Historical sourcing and evidence are
based on a review of materials and
sources from the past.

● Examining historical sources may
answer questions but may also lead to
more questions.

● Historians consider the relevance and
validity of sources to understand the
perspectives of those involved when
evaluating historical arguments.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Claims and Argumentation
Claims are statements, potentially arguable, about what is valid/true and about what should be done or believed. Claims can address issues of change
over time, the relevance of sources, the perspectives of those involved and many other topics. Claims must be based on evidence. Argumentation is a
social process of two or more people(s) making arguments, responding to one another and modifying or defending their positions accordingly.
Arguments are claims backed by reasons that are supported by evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and interpretations into a reasoned
argument about the past.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Historians create arguments outlining
ideas or explanations based on evidence

● Historians use evidence from
multiple sources to support their

● Historians analyze claims within sources
for perspective and validity.
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claims and arguments about the past. ● Historians develop arguments  using
evidence from multiple relevant
historical sources

Social Studies Practices
The practices are the skills that individuals who work in the �eld of social sciences use on a regular basis. Because the purpose of social studies is to provide students with
the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need to be active, informed, responsible individuals and contributing members of their communities, many of the practices can be
applied to daily life. Curriculum writers and educators will want to consider how they can design learning experiences that will enable their students to develop these skills
in conjunction with the content knowledge re�ected in the core ideas and performance expectations (Citizens, 2008).

Practice Description

Developing Questions and
Planning Inquiry

Developing insightful questions and planning e�ective inquiry involves identifying the
purposes of di�erent questions to understand the human experience, which requires addressing
real world issues. Inquiries incorporating questions from various social science disciplines build
understanding of the past, present and future; these inquiries investigate the complexity and
diversity of individuals, groups, and societies.

Gathering and Evaluating Sources Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and
perspectives are the core of inquiry. E�ective practice requires evaluating the credibility of
primary and secondary sources, assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context of
information, and corroborating evidence across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and
interpreting the signi�cance of information requires thinking critically about ourselves and the
world

Seeking Diverse Perspectives Making sense of research �ndings requires thinking about what information is included,
whether the information answers the question, and what may be missing, often resulting in the
need to complete additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and others’
perspectives builds understanding about the complexity of each person and the diversity in the
world. Exploring diverse perspectives assists students in empathizing with other individuals and
groups of people; quantitative and qualitative information provides insights into speci�c
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people, places, and events, as well as
national, regional, and global trends.

Developing Claims and Using
Evidence

Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of
information, self-awareness about biases, application of analysis skills, and a willingness to
revise conclusions based on the strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means
developing claims based on factual evidence, valid reasoning, and a respect for human rights

Presenting Arguments and
Explanations

Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis for
clear communication. Strong arguments contain claims with organized evidence and valid
reasoning that respects the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing
�ndings and engaging in civil discussion with an audience provides a key step in the process of
thinking critically about conclusions and continued inquiry

Engaging in Civil Discourse and
Critiquing Conclusions

Assessing and re�ning conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative
discussions with diverse perspectives sharpens the conclusions and improves thinking as a vital
part of the process of sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully listening to
and critiquing claims by analyzing the evidence and reasoning supporting them. Listening to
and understanding contrary views can deepen learning and lay the groundwork for seeking
consensus

Taking Informed Action After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus
about possible actions and planning strategically to implement change. Democracy requires
citizens to practice discussion, negotiation, coalition-seeking, and peaceful con�ict resolution.
When appropriate, taking informed action involves creating and/or implementing action plans
designed to solve problems and create positive change.
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